Relation between amiodarone and desethylamiodarone plasma concentrations and ventricular defibrillation energy requirements.
The main finding of this prospective, controlled study is that amiodarone and desethylamiodarone plasma concentrations < 1 mg/L are associated with a 23% increase in the acute defibrillation energy requirement and with a 31% increase in the requirement for a subcutaneous patch or array. The defibrillation energy requirement does not correlate with the plasma concentrations of amiodarone, desethylamiodarone, amiodarone plus desethylamiodarone, or with the duration or daily dosage of amiodarone therapy.